THE LIFE CYCLE OF A SHORE CRAB

After 3-4 weeks of feeding on
smaller plankton the Zoea larvae
develop info Megalopa larvae,

DRIFTING

The tiny Zoea larvae are part of
the plankton, which are moved
around by water currents.
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A 4 2= same form as the adult crab.

HAICHING

The eggs hatch info microscopic
Zoea larvae which drift away
from their mother.
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The adult female's eggs are sivenlles Gio Wi ragas
fertilised by the adult male's by shedding their skin 4
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Female crabs

have a wide fail. _ .ﬁ
The female carries thousands of 5 ° Male crabs have a
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